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A Heroic Experiment 


By the Rev. H. C. McKinney, Assistant Secretary, Caribbean Agency 


MOST unique field where the gospel seed 

is being laboriously sown was visited not 
long ago by the Assistant Secretary of this 
Agency. This is the northwestern corner of 
Panama, where Columbus touched the continent 
on his fourth voyage. The names of Columbus 
Island and Admiral Bay bear witness to this 
historic association; as also Provision Island, 
the Water Cay (pronounced “Key”’) and 
Careening Cay where the little vessels were 
careened and recalked. On this _last-men- 
tioned tiny island was born the 
Rev. E. S. Alphonse, apostle to 
the Valiente Indians, whose work 
has been referred to in previous 
reports. 

Journeying in the company of 
this zealous minister of Christ to 
the loe4lity called Cusapin, on the 
Valiente Peninsula, where the 
work was commenced eleven 
years ago, the Assistant Secretary 
had the knowledge that he was 
following a route traveled not 
only by Mr. Gregory, Secretary 
of the Agency, but by the late 
Rev. W. F. Jordan, who twice 
visited the place and has described 
the primitive life of the Valientes 
in the closing chapter of his book 
“Central American Indians and 
the Bible.’ The journey was 
made by small launch, first 
through devious channels between verdure-coy- 
ered islands and the greener mangrove swamps. 
Often the water was shallow and smooth 
enough for beautiful marine gardens to be visi- 
ble, but to bathe in that water would be toying 
with death, as it is infested by sharks. The last 
half of the journey was across the open sea. 

At Cusapin there is a missionary residence 
and good church building, and many families 
of adherents come through the forest to attend 
services, or send their children to school. Let 
it suffice to say here that Mr. Alphonse, with 
true pioneer spirit, has left this well-established 
station in other hands, to live with his family 
and labor in a wilder, untilled field, among 


MR. AND MRS. ALPHONSE 


members of the same tribe who have only the 
slightest contact with civilization. 


“Inhospitable Waters” 


To reach the new station, it is necessary first 
to cross a great lagoon, which grows less and 
jess salt as one leaves the ocean and approaches 
nearer the ‘mainland; for numerous rivers 
empty into it. The launch is steered over a bar 
and up one of these rivers, called the Cricamola. 
For the first fifteen miles no human habitation 
or clearing is visible, but the 
banks are lined with a wall of 
vegetation of the wildest luxuri- 
ance—several varieties of palm 
and other large trees, intermixed 
with shrubs, vines, and grasses. 
Should the launch sink as a re- 
sult of collision with a submerged 
snag, it is difficult to imagine any 
escape for the occupants; for it 
would be a difficult feat to clam- 
ber to shore through the tangled 
roots, and alligators are sufh- 
ciently numerous to enter grue- 
somely into the calculation of 
one’s chances. If, by a miracle, 
the solid bank should be gained, it 
would be impossible to push a 
way through the jungle growth, 
and the stranded victim could do 
nothing but climb a tree and re- 
sist starvation until some other 
boat passed—which might be many days. 

After sunset clouds of insects hover over 
the water and produce an appearance like rain, 
and small patches of fog quickly gather at each 
bend of the river. Truly these are inhospitable 
waters ! 

At the first clearing it is necessary to leave 
the launch;~for above are numerous rapids 
passable only to the “cayuca” or dugout canoe. 
‘The journey upstream is usually made on foot, 
ten miles over a vaguely marked forest trail, 
frequently crossing streams which must be 
crossed by wading or being ferried in a canoe. 
Then a small settlement of traders is reached, 
and here Mr. Alphonse has begun with a school 
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for whatever children will come while he seeks 
to establish contact with the Indians as they 
come down from the hillsides. Here, too, he 
is completing the translations of the Gospels. 


. Matthew was translated and printed by the 


Society four years ago, and within the next 
few months John will be ready for publication. 

It is difficult to imagine a more heroic experi- 
ment, calling for greater courage, faith, and 
love, than this work of sowing the Word of 
God among the forest Indians of Panama. 
Yet, here also, we venture to predict that the 
seed will demonstrate its life and power, and 
bear the same fruit that it has produced on the 
seacoast, and throughout all of these Caribbean 
republics, and in every language and in the 
hearts of every race of men. 

“Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.” 


Notes and Comments 


OLUNTEERS are often mentioned in the 
reports of the Bible Society and its Agen- 
cies as responsible for much of the distribution 
of the Scriptures it accomplishes. We gladly 
devote space in this issue for three articles 
about the work of volunteers—a vigorous busi- 
ness man, a cripple, and a retired doctor of 
divinity. 
e e 
Dr. GOODELL, whose striking radio address 
on ‘What about the Bible” is in this issue, is 
the executive secretary of the Commission on 
Evangelism and Life Service of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
He is the regular speaker at the Twilight Hour 
on Sunday over the National Broadcasting 
Company chain of stations. 
® e 
THe Rev. Karl E. Aurell, Secretary of our 
Japan Agency, has started on his furlough com- 
ing by way of Europe. During his absence Mr. 
Tannaka, long connected with the headquarters’ 
office at Tokio, and Mr. George Aurell, son of 
the Secretary, will supervise the affairs of the 
Agency. 
e e 
Tue happy idea of individuals devoting to a 
good cause their first small-sized paper bills, 
issued by the Government on July 15, has 
brought a goodly number to the Bible House. 
We rejoice that the same thought has brought 
such money to many benevolent causes. 
e @ 
Has any other society or board shared an- 
other recent experience with the American 
Bible Society? Our cover picture bears an 


illustration. A friend of the Society having, 
among some heirlooms, a package of Colonial 
and Continental currency dated in 1775 and 
1776, feeling keenly the appeal of the Society 
for help in its world work, and yet not being 
able to send any money; forwarded this pack- 
age. 
* * * 

The Society has realized a neat sum from the 
sale of these old-time bills. Six are still avail- 
able. Should any of our readers be collectors, 
here is an opportunity. A dollar a bill, while 
they last! 

e Eee 

Through the courtesy of Mr. H. M. Lyden- 
berg, assistant director of the New York Pub- 
lic Library, we have this information about the 
three signatures on the lower of the two bills 
pictured: George Wyllys was secretary ef the 
colony, and later the state, of Connecticut from 
1730 to 1790—sixty years! Benjamin Payne 
was a member of the Connecticut Committee of 
Correspondence. Elisha Williams was a repre- 
sentative of the colony of Connecticut at the 
Albany Congress of 1754, a forerunner of the 
Continental Congress which twenty years later 
declared for independence. 


* °K x 


The smaller of the bills pictured was issued 
soon after the Declaration of Independence, and 
bears a strikingly appropriate design of a chain 
with thirteen links, each carrying the name of 
a state. The circle in the center bears the words 

American Congress”; while at the center are 
the words “We are one.” 
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The bills bore evident signs of considerable 
use and service. They ranged from six pence to 
five dollars. The most dilapidated, a Colonial 
bill for six pence, had written on it, [his bill 
T earned for cutting wood.” One wonders what 
story lay behind this inscription. 

® e 

THE brief article in the July issue about Mr. 
Tranum, the twin in age of the American Bible 
Society, has elicited various letters and notes. 
One of them is from the owner of a Bible 
which he reports was, published by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in 1816, the very year of its 
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organization. It has been so well used that 
it has had to be rebound more than once, and 
now needs further rebinding. 
e e 

By invitation, the Secretary in charge of the 
Society's work for the Blind gave a brief re- 
port on that work at the biennial meeting of 
the American Association of Workers for the 
Blind, held at Wawasee, Indiana, in June. The 
report was received with much favor. Individ- 
uals made occasion to express their own grati- 
tude and good wishes in a way that showed how 
deeply this service is desired and enjoyed. 


Damaceno and His Bible 
By the Rev. J. de Hart Bruen 


An article in a recent REcorD stirred the memory of the writer of this article and it is the 
result. Ts it not well to have such reminder of the constant but silent and often unpub- 
lished influence of the gospel message received through the printed page? 


ie my first parish at Summit, N. J., I found 
a little South American. He was born at 
Para, in Brazil, on the Amazon, under the 
equator. His father was a prominent and in- 
fluential gentleman, and secured for Damaceno 


a foreign scholarship, so that he was sent to 


America as a cadet at the expense of the gov- 
ernmefit, to complete his education. 

In this country he met in Oxford, Ohio, an 
earnest Christian woman, who took quite an in- 
terest in him. She had two grown daughters, 
who likewise were deeply religious and who 
were much older than Damaceno. When she 
moved to New Jersey, she brought Damaceno 
with her as a member of the family and as a 
student at a scientific school in New Jersey. 


As Damaceno was a Roman Catholic, she did 


not discuss with him religious subjects, but she 
gave him a Portuguese Bible. For a long time 
he left it unopened, as he believed it to be some 
Protestant book on religion. 

One day Damaceno opened the Bible to the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, and to his great sur- 
prise what he read seemed strangely familiar. 
For several days he reread the first chapters of 
St. Matthew and tried in vain to solve the mys- 
tery of their familiarity. Then he suddenly re- 
membered that, when a child playing at home, 
he had found among the rubbish in a room in 
his father’s house some scraps of paper, evi- 
dently torn from some book. He read them: 
they seemed to be stories such as he had heard 
the priests narrate. He kept these scraps of 
paper and laid them carefully away in his room, 
and then forgot all about them. 

As he read the first chapters of St. Matthew, 
they seemed to be identical with these scraps 

of paper. He, therefore, wrote to his younger 


brother and asked him to send to him these 
papers. When they came, he discovered to his 
great surprise that they corresponded word for 
word with what he found in the opening chap- 
ters of St. Matthew. How they came to be 
in the rubbish at home he had no idea. All he 
read deeply interested him, and as a result he 
read through the New Testament and a part of 
the Old Testament, marking as he went the 
passages that impressed him. 

Time passed. Damaceno was now satisfied 
that the Bible he was reading did not support 
the Roman faith, and one day he came to me 
and told the story. He said, “There is one 
thing that I can not understand, and that is the 
love of God.” I explained it to him as well as 
I could, and from day to day he would come 
to me with questions about the Bible. Finally 
he said, “I have given up Romanism—I believe 
as you do, and I feel I ought to profess my 
faith in Christ and join a Protestant. church, 
but there is one difficulty. My father is a very 
strict Romanist—he is also very severe; and if 
he knows that I have given up his faith for 
Protestantism and joined the Presbyterian 
Church, he will at once disinherit me and report 
to the government and have me dropped from 
the list of cadets.”’ I said, “What are you going 
to do about it?” “Do about it? There is but 
one thing to do, and that is openly to confess 
Christ and take the consequences. I do not 
know how to support myself, when all resources 
are cut off. God will provide some way.” 

At the next Communion, Damaceno came 
forward and was received into the Summit 
Presbyterian Church. I said, “Your father 
will hear of this.” “Oh, yes,” he answered; “I 
have written to my father and told him exactly 
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what I have done. I did not think it right to 
do anything in secret, but must make open con- 
fession and trust God.” 

Some weeks passed. One day Damaceno 
came to me, looking very pale, and very much 
agitated. He said, “My father never received 
that letter. He died suddenly just before the 
letter came. I am, therefore, left, as the eldest 
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son, head of the family. Without my father’s 
suggestion, I do not believe that the Brazilian 
Government will take any action.” It did not, 
and Damaceno remained and completed his 
studies in America. , 
The last I heard of Damaceno, he was 1n 
Para, Brazil, lying at the noon hour ina ham- 
mock reading the Bible to the men under him. 


Spanish-American Evangelical Congress 


By General Secretary George William Brown 


HE Spanish-American Evangelical Con- 
gress which met in Havana, Cuba, June 
20-30, recognized the contribution made to it 
by one of the staff of the American Bible So- 
ciety in electing José Marcial Dorado, Ph.D., 
Secretary of the West Indies Agency, as one 
of its honorary presidents. Dr. Dorado as 
chairman of the Havana committee rendered 
notable service in the preparatory work neces- 
sary for the organiza- 
tion of this significant 
congress. He was the 
presiding officer in the 
opening session held in 
the Marti Theatre, and 
guided the congress 
in its subsequent meet- 
ing the next day until 
after the election of a 
permanent president. 
The Havana con- 
gress, an interesting 
conference on mis- 
sions, unique in many 
aspects, assumed the 
task of facing squarely 
the problems and re- 
sponsibilities confront- 
ing the evangelical 
missionary enterprise 
in Latin America—a 
task undertaken by a Latin American mission- 
ary congress which met in Panama in 1916, and 
continued for South America by a second con- 
gress held in Montevideo in 1925. The Havana 
congress for the Caribbean countries differed 
from its predecessors in several significant par- 
ticulars. In the main it was conceived and pro- 
jected by nationals; its discussions were all 
in Spanish without any aid on the -part of in- 
terpreters; women delegates were present in 
a goodly number; and, most unusual of all, 
there was little participation by American dele- 
gates. At Panama in 1916 the nationals sat 
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on the side lines. At Havana in 1929 the 
Americans were on the side lines, genuinely 
rejoicing that the nationals were conducting 
the congress. Which thing is an earnest of 
the rapidity with which the nationals in Latin 
America are assuming the responsibility of self- 
evangelization. 

Delegates to the number of two hundred were 
present, representing the following countries: 
Cuba, Mexico, Porto Rico, San Domingo, Haiti, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Salvador, Guatemala, 
Spain, and the United States. After the for- 
mal opening session, subsequent sessions were 
held in Candler College, an educational insti- 
tution of the Southern Methodist Church 
located in the suburb of Miromar, where the 
delegates were hospitably entertained. Here 
for ten days the delegates fraternized, prayed, 
sang, and deliberated together in a way auguring 
well for a united evangelicalism; for none in- 
quired who was Methodist, who was Baptist, 
who was Presbyterian. No one cared. 

The subjects discussed were grouped under 
four heads: Evangelical Solidarity, Education, 
Social Problems, and Literature. Thirteen sub- 


OUR REP- 
RESENTA- 
TIVES AT 
HAVANA 
Gen. Sec. 
Brown, center 
Sr, Marro- 
quin, left 
Dr. Dorado, 


right 


divisions of these various subjects constituted 
the topics, for the discussion of which the con- 
gress was divided into thirteen commissions, 
to one of which every delegate was assigned. 
The subjects studied by the commissions are 
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a fair criterion for judging the comprehensive 
character of the congress. The list of topics 
included the following: Evangelical Solidarity 
and Its Message; Nationalism and Self Sup- 
port; Evangelization; Work among the In- 
dians ; The Evangelical School; Student Life; 
Religious Education; Ministerial Culture; The 
Church and the Community; Industrial and 
Rural Problems; Medical Work; Women in 
the Evangelical Church; and Literature. 

The most significant conclusions of the con- 
gress were: its “statement of faith,” which was 
an acceptance of the declaration of belief 
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The writer, representing the home office of 
the American Bible Society, was gratified to 
hear from missionaries and nationals many ex- 
pressions of appreciation for the service ren- 
cered through the Society to the areas repre- 
sented by the congress. It was quite apparent 
that Dr. Dorado in Havana, Mr. Marroquin in 
Mexico City, and the Rev. R. R. Gregory in 
Cristobal, are acceptably serving their sections 
of Latin America. Each of these three Agency 
Secretaries very evidently enjoys the confidence 
of the evangelical forces in his respective 
Agency. Mr. Marroquin was present at the 
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adopted by the Jerusalem (1928) Conference 
of the International Missionary Council; its 
recognition and encouragement of the religious 
activities of the women of Latin America; its 
insistence upon more adequate and more thor- 
ough preparation of native workers ; its realiza- 
tion of the necessity of self-support and mis- 
sionary passion; a registering of its need of 
criginal literature to supplement the translations 
of American books and periodicals; an earnest 
request that American missionaries coming to 
labor in Latin America be intelligently and 
sympathetically prepared for their task; a de- 
termination to subordinate nationalism to the 
distinctive genius of Christianity; and its rec- 
egnition that the full-orbed gospel of Christ 
applies to all human relations as well as to those 
of men with God. 


congress and participated effectively. But Mr. 
Gregory was unable to attend. 

It was the writer’s privilege, in company 
with a small commission representing the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., to make a two- 
day excursion into the interior of Cuba, visit- 
ing mission stations directed by the Board of 
National Missions of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. Seven churches were visited, 
and in two of them the writer had a part in 
the Sunday services. At each of the cities and 
towns visited a definite impression was made 
of the constant need of Bibles. No other 
agency is prepared to supply these growing 
churches with the Scriptures. The pastors and 
members turn to the American Bible Society 
with eagerness and expectancy. Would that 
the Society’s resources were greatly multiplied! 
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What about 


By the Rev. Charles 
Those who at 5:30 P.M. on Sunday, July 14th, 
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the Bible? 


L. Goodell, D.D. 
tuned in on WJZ heard an eloquent, high trib- 


ute to the Bible. Any of our readers who were among the number will be glad of an oppor- 


tunity to read the address again and at leisure. d i 
We understand that the “hook-up” of the National 


others. f j 
Twilight Hour links WJZ with broadcasting st 
timore, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. 


EASURED by its friends and enemies, 

by the criticisms it has received and the 
encomiums it has evoked, and by its popularity 
throughout the centuries and throughout the 
world, the Bible stands preeminent above all 
books ever written. 

Interesting as that question would be, I am 
not now concerned with the question of literary 
values as set forth by the higher criticism. 
While I am in hearty sympathy with all scholar- 
ly investigation of the Bible, for-my purpose 
this afternoon I am making my appeal not to 
the higher criticism, but the /iwghest criticism; 
namely, to the vindication which the Bible has 
made for itself in the nature of things, in the 
course of events, and in the providence of God. 
My appeal, then, is to facts. As long as a mat- 
ter is a matter of theory, one guess may be 
as good as another ; but when a fact strides into 
view, then every theory has to be adjusted to 
meet it. I hope you remember Mr. Huxley’s 
definition of a tragedy—“A beautiful theory 
murdered by a gang of brutal facts.” 

Indulge me in the fiction that I am speaking 
now of a new book—one about which you are 
supposed to know nothing. In many cases, that 
is not as big a fiction as I wish it were. 


Unique in Composition 

First, the composition of the Book was most 
unique. Most books are written in one language 
and by one author, and in a limited period, 
This book was written in at least two languages 
—the rugged Hebrew and the classic Greek. 
One of the greatest students of the classics has 
said that Greek came forth from the dead with 
this book in its hands. Where other books have 
one author, this has not far from fifty authors. 
Other books were written in a year or a decade, 
this book was not far from a thousand years in 
the making. Some of its pages were written in 
the desert and some by the sobbing sea, some in 
a palace and some in a sheepfold, and some 
floated out of a prison window in the cramped 
handwriting of an old man who was a prisoner 
for conscience’ sake, 

We have had many translators of this book 
into English, and in some cases the translation 
costs the translator his life. They would have 
killed Wicklif, but he escaped martyrdom by a 
paralytic stroke. Thirty years after his death, 


And it is well worthy of reading by all 
Broadcasting. Company for the 
ations at Boston, Springfield, Rochester, Bal- 
Louis, Kansas City, and Houston. 


the council of Constance ordered that his bones 
should be taken up and burned. Tyndale paid 
the price for his translation with his life. They 
sent both his translation and himself to the 
flames. His historian naively says, “They were 
exceedingly kind to him; for, instead of burning 
him, they only strangled him and burned his 
body at the stake.” 
Unique in Circulation . 

The popularity of a book is supposed to be 
indicated by its circulation. The circulation of 
any other book in the history of the world is 
infinitesimal in comparison with the circulation 
of the Book. 
which, perhaps, you will be glad to put down. 
I am indebted for them to the American Bible 
Society, and this is the very latest authorized 
statement of its circulation. Last year there 
were issued by the three great Bible Societies— 
the American Bible Society, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and the National Bible 
Society of Scotland—26,566,474 Bibles and 
portions. When you add to this the product of 
other Bible societies and of commercial pub- 
lishers of the Bible, you have at least a round 
36 millions of volumes this last year. The 
product of the three Societies up to 1929 was 
694,537,655 volumes. If we may add to this 
10 per cent for the product of other publishers, 
—which is far too low,—we would have more 
than 750 millions of volumes. The whole Bible 
or some part of it has been translated into 886 
languages and dialects, and in the last decade 
portions into some new languages at the rate of 
one in every five weeks. The combined circula- 
tion of a score of the world’s greatest classics 
would not begin to touch the hem of the gar- 
ment of that circulation. So, you see, when 
you are saying that the Bible is the most popular 
book in the world, you are well within the facts. 

The greatest sensation that ever happened in 
book circulation was in connection with this 
volume. When a revision of it was ready for 
distribution nearly half a century ago, the 
longest message, so far as I know, ever sent 
by telegraph in the history of the world, was 
not a message of King to Parliament or Presi- 
dent to Congress, but a part of this book,— 
Matthew to Romans inclusive,—118,000 words, 
which were telegraphed from New York to 
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Chicago before the days of the telephone, in or- 
der that they might reach that city in time fora 
Sunday newspaper. 

Unique in Purpose 

Many misunderstand the Bible, because they 
do not understand its real purpose. Ina secu- 
lar book, the first thing you do is to read the 
preface, so that you may know the purpose of 
its author. The Bible has a preface and John 
wrote it: “These things are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name.” A great many criticize the 
Bible as if it were a work on secular history or 
a work on geology or biology. We do well to 
remind ourselves that it would not be fair to 
criticize a drama as if it were a work on history 
or geology. ; 

Unique in Contents 

_._ I would like for an hour to call your attention 

to the marvelous things which the Bible con- 
tains. They are unmatched anywhere in litera- 
ture. But my time will permit only a passing 
reference. Is it not thrilling to think that the 
most popular poem in the world today, more 
quoted than any other, was not written by 
Homer or Shakespeare, or Browning, but by a 
Hebrew youth, perhaps in a sheepfold. The 
greatest poem of the ages begins, “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not want.” When they 
wanted the finest sentence ever written as an 
epitome of the relation of religion to the 
thoughts of men, they asked the president of 
the oldest university to ransack all literature of 
_all the ages to find that best sentence. He 
found it in the Bible. It was written by a young 
man named Micah. It has persisted for mil- 
leniums and will last till the stars grow weary 
with their shining: “He hath shown thee, O 
man, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ?” 

“Highly Explosive” 

If you love a love story, you ought to read 
your Bible, for that is the love story of God. 
For these few moments that I have, I want to 
call your attention especially to the pragmatic 
test, to the vindication which the Bible makes 
for itself in the nature of things and in the 


| _ course of human events. Prof. Phelps, of Yale, 


says of it, “It ought to have written on the 
cover, ‘Highly explosive. Handle with care.’ 
It is the book which by the dynamite of its mes- 
sage has lifted empires off their hinges and 
turned the course of human events. It has put 
down the mighty from their seats and hath ex- 
alted them of low degree.” It has overwhelmed 
nations and institutions whose sins cried out to 
God, and has overwhelmed evildoers when they 
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thought to hail the hour of their triumph. It 
has struck the simple solemn with its inherent 
power. It has brought to naught the counsel of 
evil men, The great masterpieces of art and 
music and literature caught their inspiration 
from this book. It was the message from this 
book, ““The just shall live by faith,” which 
transformed the face of Germany and the 
world, through the kindled heart of one man. 
It was this book which fired the heart of John 
Wesley on a never-to-be-forgotten night, in 
May, 1738, and, through him, changed the face 
of England, so that Lecky, the historian, writes, 
“What happened to John Wesley that night 
was of greater consequence to England, than all 
the victories of Pitt by land or sea.” 


Unique in Use 

Why is it that for centuries in the courts of 
justice, as a preventive against perjury and 
graft, the world has asked the witness to lay 
his hand on this book and promise on its stately 
authority, that he will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. Why is it that 
the Presidents of the United States, as the su- 
preme evidence of their devotion to the great 
task which they have assumed, have laid their 
hands on this book and promised by its strength 
to be true to their obligations? 

I never open the Book that a hush of solemn 
awe does not fill my soul. Every page has, to 
those who know the facts, the thrilling story of 
the martyrs, who refreshed their souls when 
they were like to faint and who cooled their hot 
lips in a draught of its life-giving waters ; who 
found solace in the midst of all crosses and 
losses, and who took the Book with them as 
a talisman to the scaffold and the stake. Once 
more | hear in far-carrying tones the triumphs 
of the Covenanters in Scotland’s killing time. 
It was in this fountain of grace, that they found 
strength for every need. It is James Guthrie, 
the short man who could not bow, who is going 
to his death. ‘My conscience I cannot submit,” 
he says. In those five words we have the iliad 
of the martyrs in a nutshell. When the day of 
his coronation was come, this book lay open be- 
fore him and he said, “This is the day which the 
Lord hath made. Let us be glad and rejoice.” 
It is the Duke or Argyle who is climbing the 
steps of the scaffold. To his friends he said, “I 
could die like a Roman; but I choose rather to 
die like a Christian.” He had bathed his soul 
in the spirit of this book. It was the Bread of 
Life that held him up. Like a courteous gentle- 
man, he went forward to the glittering blade, 
and kneeling down he prayed in silence. Then 
he lifted his hand for a signal. The knife de- 
scended, Campbell of Argyle was with his Lord! 

When you go to Wittenberg, go into the old 
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castle church, and as you come to it lay your 
ear against the door, and you can hear the echo 
of the hammer where, on that same door, Mar- 
tin Luther nailed his famous thesis when he 
sounded the battle cry of the Reformation. Go 
inside, and not far from a double grave where 
Luther and Melanchthon lie, you will see the 
passage which sustained them, “If God be for 
us, who can be against us?” 


The Message of God 


May I now consider a more personal reason 
why. I bring this book to your attention. It is 
the message of God to the human soul. Who 
am 1? what am I? whence came I? and what 
is my future? All these questions are answered 
here, and no other book ever claimed in the same 
sense to be planned in heaven and written on 
earth. Here, and here alone, is to be found the 
answers to those questions which most disturb 
the mind and heart of men; and behind those 
answers lie millions of affirmative human ex- 
periences. May I remind you that this book 
is fragrant with holy personal memories. It 
has behind it, not only a long and thrilling his- 
tory in the passing of the centuries, but it has 
a more intimate testimony from the lips of 
those who loved you best and were most deeply 
interested in you. 

If you have an old family Bible, take it down. 
I hope that Book lay upon the stand in the liv- 
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ing room and was opened at morning devotion 
in your early life. I hope those who are dear 
to you read it in life’s twilight, as they read it 
when they hung the crane and set up the family 
altar on their wedding day. Those whom you 
have loved found strength there for the day of 
their toil; and when they walked in God’s acre, 
they read the promises which it contained, and 
were comforted. Those who are dear to you 
ventured their all upon the solemn affirmations 
of this book, and when at last they took voyage 
over that sea which we all must sail, and faced 
that unseen holy toward which all men hasten, 
they took with them as their chart and compass 
this blessed book. When life’s pulses were 
growing fainter, they found here a strength 
divine, and at last they pillowed their heads 
upon its sacred promises and went hence with 
holy joy. Death passing that way left upon 
their faces the smile it dared not steal, the 
happy look of a voyager who had come full 
cargoed into port. 

When you remember who inspired the Book 
and who wrote it; when you remember all those 
who haye been sustained by it; when you re- 
member the vindication which the ages have 
given it, whenever you open this greatest of 
books, do it with a prayer, and let these be the 
words of the prayer, “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law.” : 


In a Penitentiary 


A vigorous, quiet business man, whose presence brought with it an impression of purpose 


and strength, called at the Bible House last month for supplies of Scripture. 
that about him and his errand which stimulated some questions. 
gestive to others and worthy of wider knowledge. 


There was 
The facts seemed sug- 
The narrative which has resulted is all 


the more readable and forceable hecause presented as written. 


\ N J E do not seek nor do we desire any pub- 
licity, and I would therefore request you 
not to mention name of place or workers. 

Our Bible Class, in the Penitentiary, 
, has been held continuously for over 
twenty-three years, every Lord’s Day morning. 

At present our attendance averages about 150, 
and every man is provided with a Bible, which 
he can have to use in his cell, if he wishes. 

As a matter of fact, a large percentage of 
the cells have a Bible, which is read assiduous- 
ly by many of the men; for we have a real Bible 
study class, where the fundamentals of our faith 
are stressed, 

Man lost, undone, and bankrupt; God, just 
but merciful; Christ, who paid the penalty for 
sin, our only hope of salvation; the Holy Spirit, 
author of the new birth, essential to eternal 
life; and the Bible, as the progressive revela- 


tion of God’s plan of salvation for needy man. 

About three years ago, we started, in connec- 
tion with our class, a midweek meeting, for the 
development of the believers and the forma- 
tion of a Christian sentiment and fellowship 
of mutual helpfulness. This meeting is held 
every week, in the early evening, with an aver- 
age attendance of sixty, and is very helpful. 
It is inspirational, educational, and opportunity 
is given for self-expression; the results are 
simply marvelous. 

Every man, the first Sunday he spends in this 
place, receives a Gospel of John; or, if he can- 
not read the English, he is -given a New Testa- 
ment in his own language; and an invitation 
to the Bible Class. 

From the beginning of the work until the 
present, we have had the cooperation of your 
Society in making partial grants in Bibles and 
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Gospels, which has been a great help to us, as China was due to the influence of the class and 

our work is supported entirely by the workers, the work there. 

and no outside aid is solicited. Two of us, both laymen, have been on the 
Throughout, the favor of God has been job since the beginning, twenty-three years ago, 

-Inanifest, the prodigals restored, and sinners and. we cannot begin to tell what a wonderful 


_born anew. privilege and what a blessing and stimulant 
Our faith in the divine Word, that it shall not and strengthener of faith it has been, as we 

| return void, has been vindicated. have recognized the Spirit of God working in 

_ Two of the byproducts have been: the effect our midst. 

_ on the officers of the institution, and the oppor- We confine ourselves to the male prisoners, 


tunity for training afforded workers, one of of whom there are now about 450. The female 
whom stated that his going as a missionary to prisoners are looked after by others. 


A Cripple Helps 


| I the gracious ministry of distributing God’s that she may walk again on crutches. “I be- 
Word it is not always the well who serve lieve God will open the way for me. Wish I 
the sick; the strong who minister to the weak. felt strong to write more; but I am so weak, 
There have been many il- 
lustrations of this fact. 
Another has recently come 
from the South Atlantic 
Agency. It is the story of 
a cripple girl who dis- 
tributes God’s Word from 
her wheel chair and has 
widened ber service and in- 
fluence by enlisting others. 
The picture shows some 
of her helpers—a little 
band of children whom she 
has gathered. Through her 
they are not only learning 
the gospel story and its ap- THE HELPER AND HER HELPERS 
plication to their own a 
lives, but they are helping to pass it on to others. _ will have to stop,”—is the quiet message with 
This work she does despite not only her which a short letter ends. The picture bears 
crippled limitations, but also despite the suffer- on its back the statement, “Through the aid of 
ing she has to endure, and particularly the pain- children and other friends she distributes many 
ful treatment she is undergoing in the hope copies of God’s Word.” 


How One Does It 


By the Rev. John B. Worrall, D.D. 


At irregular intervals but steadily through recent years, accompanied by checks to cover the 

cost, requests for portions of Scripture and some other literature have been coming to the 

Bible House from Dr. Worrall. The brief letters begat an impression that some unusual and 
real service was being accomplished. In response to a request this story has come. 


6¢ HY Word have I hid in my heart, that an alphabetic list of verses, issued by the Ameri- 

I might not sin against thee.” The can Bible Society. Working with children 

only antitoxin for sin is the Bible. Better than from the fifth to the eighth grades, in a public 

preaching and teaching, is to induce the chil- school near by, we offer fifteen cents to every 

dren—everybody—to commit the Word to child that will commit perfectly these verses. 
memory, hide it in the heart. The Bible and When we go to hear them recite, once in two 

sin cannot live together in the same heart. or three weeks, we make a short pointed ee 

Acting on this principle, the writer has used We show them how the Bible is a real, live boo 
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for every day, illustrating from incidents in chapter and the twenty-sixth ae = 
their own experience where it would fit in, and twenty-eighth chapter of Prov zie es 4 
from things happening all about us. We often the heart of the whole book. The penny py 
take one or two verses from those they have of Proverbs printed by the Bible ipa 
been reciting. They become much interested. give to every boy and to many of the ae e 

In the three years we have been with this have distributed hundreds of nay me 
school, large numbers have memorized the calling attention to the four verses referred to 
verses. Few of them would otherwise have above. In this club and at the school numbers 
any knowledge of the Scriptures. Some of the get interested and want to learn more. I have 
parents have sent for a copy of this alphabet a list of my own that I give them. ial 
list. The principal and teachers heartily co- Time and space will not permit practical ilus- 
operate. trations of the working of this effort. We try 

We also have the Y. M. C. A. Boys’ Pioneer to visit among the homes, to meet the mothers, 
Club. In this company of live wires mostly telling them that we are trying to make men out 
from the underprivileged homes, we also em- of their boys. Many of them live in condi- 
phasize committing the Scripture, with a re- tions that make it hard for them to do for their 
ward. We use, in addition to the alphabet list, children what they would like, and their faces 
the Proverbs. We tell them that God put this light up when we go to them. The ignorance 
book in the Bible for boys; that it is fine to of the Bible among the youth is alarming, even 
build life’s program on it, and will insure suc- in confessedly Christian homes. We believe 
cess and happiness. We expect every boy who such a plan would be effective in the Sabbath 
joins the club to commit the seventh verse of school, and by parents who want their children 
the first chapter, the fifth and sixth of the third to know the Bible. 


Dr. Eakin—Missionary and Bible Reviser 


By the Rev. Robert Irwin, B.D., Secretary, Siam Agency 


HE Rev. John A. Eakin, D.D., of the study of both the original and the Siamese text, 
American Presbyterian Mission in Siam, laboring to get the best expression possible. 


passed away January 22, a few weeks after the Two-thirds of the Bible bears the imprint of 
three days’ cele- 


bration of the cen- 
tenary of mission 
work in Siam, 
preparation for 
which he had gen- 
eralled through the 
year. Dr. Eakin 
was seventy-four 
years old, and had 
been nearly forty- 
nine years in Siam 
as an educational- 
ist and evangelist. 
He was a good 
Siamese — scholar, 
and for nearly 
forty years had 
been a member of 
they Scripture 
Committee. The A MISSIONARY FAMILY 


= Front: Mrs, Eakin, J. L. Eakin, Miss R. Eakin, Miss M. Eakin. P. A. Eakin. Back: Mrs. P. A. 
whole Siamese Eakin, Mrs. J. L. Eakin, Dr. Eakin. Center: Three grandchildren 
Bible had been in 


print before he came to the committee, but his work. Last year, Dr. Eakin took charge of 
it needed revision. He was greatly in- the Siam and Laos Agency during the absence 
terested in this phase of the work and _ of the Secretary on furlough seven months. 

gave himself with unwearied patience to the In less than two years the Siamese Scripture 
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Committee has suffered the loss of four of its 
oldest members—Revs. Dr. Eakin, Dr. Mc- 
Clure, and Yuan Tien Yok by death; and Mr. 
Cooper by retirement at seventy years of age; 
the latter may return to the field. Only two of 
its members are left, the Agency Secretary and 

_the Rev. Kim Heng Mangara. The Rev. P. A. 
Eakin, son of Dr. Eakin, is now the active head 
of the Scripture Committee, and he is pushing 
the revision of the Siamese New Testament. 

During the whole term of his long residence 

“in Siam Dr. Eakin identified himself with the 
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interests of the Siamese people. He helped 
organize the national educational system and 
founded a boys’ school, which successively grew 
into the Bangkok Christian High School and 
the present Bangkok Christian College. A large 
number of the leading men of the country and 
in the church received their start under him. 
His influence has been very wide. 

Dr. Eakin was born at Rose Point, Penn- 
sylvania, February 28, 1854. He leaves a wife 
and two sons and two daughters, all mission- 
aries in Siam. 


The La Plata Agency Reports 


By the Rev. Paul Penzotti, Secretary, La Plata Agency 


HE work of the American Bible Society 
i is being felt in these countries. It also 
receives help in its great work of circulating 
the Word of God, sometimes from astonishing 
sources, sometimes in remarkable ways, and 
sometimes under unusual circumstances. 


A Surprise from the Roman Catholics 


During the year, we were greatly surprised 
by the action of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Buents Aires. For the first time in the 
history of this church, they placed in circulation 
100,000 copies of the Four Gospels, in Spanish, 
together with notes and prayers. 


They appointed committees of young ladies 
who offered the Gospels for sale, in the streets 
-of Buenos Aires. They quickly disposed of the 
whole edition. 


But the strange part of the whole affair is 
‘that, together with the sale of these books, they 
circulated a small tract where they claim that 

“the Roman Catholic Church has always em- 
phasized the importance of the reading of the 
Bible.” We all know that church has always 
tried to keep the Book from the people. One 
of our pastors, Mr. Galizia, of Corrientes, wrote 
a letter to the men in charge, inquiring of them 
the nature of this work. The answer he re- 
ceived reads: “In answer to your note of the 
17th of May, we would say that, in order to 
counteract the great Protestant propaganda in 
' this country, we have decided to publish, in one 
volume, the Four Gospels, small size, together 
with the confession and Communion. The 
“price will be 50 cents each.” This is signed 
by the great “Cardinal Ferrari Propaganda.” 

As I have stated before, this is the first time, 
to my knowledge, in the history of Romanism 
in Latin America, that any effort has been made 


by them to place the Scriptures on a large 
scale in the hands of the common people. I am 
glad to say that, providentially, we received our 
Gospels at the same time that they placed their 
books in circulation, so that in one week we 
were able to sell in the streets of Buenos Aires 
over 40,000 Gospels. We find that a great 
many people are curious to know what is meant 
by “Gospel” (it seems to be a new word to 
many of them), and so they are buying our 
books. 


An Unusual Donation 


During the year, the Secretary was able to 
visit the Republic of Paraguay, where the Rev. 
Martinez is in charge of our work. I was 
greatly pleased and surprised to find that our 
sub-Agent in Asuncion received a_ splendid 
donation of books for our work in that needy 
field. An American traveling in that country, 
seeing the great need of books, donated 2,000 
Spanish Bibles, 5,000 Testaments, and 10,000 


Gospels. We are hoping he will come again! 
Other Substantial Aid 


The Secretary made over 300 visits to dif- 
ferent churches during 1928. One of the main 
efforts has been to interest the churches more 
and more in the work of our Society, and we 
are glad to report the largest contributions to 
the work of our Society, in the history of this 
Agency. They reached the sum of 16,257 Ar- 
gentine pesos, or $6,774 U. S. gold. This has 
enabled us to~ buy a large number of books 
locally, to help us keep our colporteurs supplied. 
We are very grateful to our good and generous 
friends who have helped us so nobly. 


Experiences with the Bible Coach 


The work of distributing the Bible in Latin 
America is very interesting, especially as one 
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meets so many people who seem to be “hungry” 

for the Word of God. While the Bible coach 
was making one of its trips in Uruguay, not 
long ago, we got stuck in the mud on account 
of the very poor roads. After laboring for sev- 
eral hours, we were able to get out, thanks to 
the timely help of several kind farmers. One 
of these, on learning that we were distributing 
the Bible, asked us for a copy, which he bought, 
making the following remark: ‘I have waited 
for a long time for this book. I am glad I 
have it at last.” 

Shortly after leaving the town of El Car- 
men, the car stopped on account of bad roads. 
Friends came to our rescue and, after helping 
us out of our troubles, manifested great inter- 
est by buying each a copy of the Bible. 

In the rural sections one meets quite often 
with many “liberals,” who profess indifference 
to religion ; but sometimes we come across very 
sincere Roman Catholics, who are really and 
sincerely religious. Among them we find it 
easy to distribute the Word, as in the follow- 
ing cases: At the small hamlet of St. George, 
we were surprised to find a fine large church 
of that name, built by the widow of an “estan- 
ciero” (rich farmer). This was visited once 
or twice by the priest, when services are held. 
The caretaker informed us that they were very 
religious women, and, on visiting them, we were 
able to sell them several copies of the Scrip- 
tures, while they remarked, “We hope that you 
will sell many more of these books.” 

A few leagues further on, the car broke down 
and was delayed half a day for repairs. The 
time was occupied by a visit to the nearest 
farmer, who was a very religious man. On 
offering him the Bible, he assured us that the 
Roman Catholic bishop had held a mission in 
his house, and, opening a large room, he proud- 
ly remarked, referring to a picture on the wall: 
re gave me that Virgin.” He went on to 
say, “There are a great many false Bibles being 
sold in this country”; but ended by buying one. 
When we can show these people that there is 
but ONE BIBLE, they will generally purchase it. 

In the large town of San Gregorio de 
Pelanco, we found only one professing Chris- 
tian, a Cuban, the local printer. He informed 
us that he was a cousin to Bishop Cabrera, the 
famous evangelical leader in Spain. He pur- 
chased a large Spanish Bible, and his influence 
certainly helped to effect the sales of books. 

In Rivera, we visited the local military bar- 
racks, where the commanding officer very kind- 
ly gave us full liberty to visit the officers and 
men, many of whom purchased copies of the 
Scriptures, free copies being given to those 
who wished for them and had. no funds on 
hand. 


Brspce Soctety REcoRD 


Volume 74 | 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


EDITORS 


pec © a) ake REO, Os eens ee eS 


New York, Avucust, 1929 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


InsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JUNE MEETING OF THE BOARD ' 

HE second stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers in its one hundred and four-— 
teenth year was held at the Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York, on Thursday, June 6, 1929, 

at 3:30 o’clock p. m., Vice- President Henry S. 

Stearns, M.D., in the chair. : 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 

ev. John P. Wragg, D.D. 

The minutes of the first stated meeting were 
presented and approved. : 

By special invitation Dr. and Mrs. John PL 
Wragg were present. On behalf of the 
Board of Managers the chairman presented to 
them a beautiful black morocco Bible bearing 
a suitable inscription, in recognition of twenty- 
eight years of devoted service rendered in 
charge of the Agency among the Colored Peo- 
ple. Dr. Wragg made a suitable brief reply. 

The deaths of two Vice-Presidents, the Hon. 
Thomas C. McRae, on June 2, and Mr. Eben 
E. Olcott, on June 5, were reported, and the 
chairman requested to appoint committees to 
prepare memorial minutes. 

The minutes of the standing committees were 
presented and approved. 

On the recommendation of the General Ref- 
erence Committee, the standing committees 
were appointed for the year 1929-1930 (as al- 
ready printed on page 108 of the July Recorp). 

A’ recommendation of the Home Agencies 
Committee was adopted, giving the title “The 
William Ingraham Haven Memorial Agency 
among the Colored People of the United States” 
to that Agency, in conformity with the desire 
of Dr. and Mrs. W ragg, who had placed money 
in trust with the Society for the maintenance 
of the work among the colored people. 

The Treasurer “reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies ; 

i 
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during the month of April, 1929: Caribbean, 
196 volumes, valued at $234.57; Japan, 2,070 
volumes, valued at $199.54; La Plata, 11,530 
volumes, valued at $1,935. 87: Mexico, 85 vou 
umes, valued at $95.13; Siam, 8 volumes, 
valued at $5.61; Upper Andes, 831 volumes, 
valued at $536. 06; West Indies, 21,469 vol- 
umes, valued at $486. 03; total volumes, 36,- . 
189; total value, $3,492.81. 
The issues from the Bible House during 
April were 260,622 volumes. 
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The 
Problem 


How a Christian Solved a 
Perplexing Money Problem 


A Christian woman, de- 
voted to the Bible, was 
anxious to make a con- 


tribution to the work of 


providing Bibles for others. 


She knew that the American Bible 
Society was a distinguished agency in 
the work of translating, publishing and 


Happily, this woman 
learned about the “annu- The 


ity plan” of the Ameri- Solution 


can Bible Society. 


Satisfied that this plan was absolutely 
safe and that it would help the Bible 
cause, she sent a check for $500 (*) to 
the American Bible Society and received 


distributing the Bible. 
She knew that every 
year the Society distrib- 
uted millions of copies 
of the Scriptures in 
many languages. She 
longed to help! 


But her income was 
modest. She could not 
give away any of her 
principal. Her problem 
was to discover how to 
aid a notable mission- 
ary agency without af- 


fecting her income. 


an “annuity bond agree- 
ment” in which she was 
assured that she would 
receive twice a year a 
specified sum as long as 


she lived. 


This woman now re- 
ceives a regular and 
reliable income as a re- 
sult of her contribution 
to this great religious 


enter prise. 


*Others have sent as little 
as $100 and as much as $50.- 
000 with equal satisfaction. 


Send for the booklet “BIBLES and BONDS” and learn how you 


too may befriend the Bible and assure yourself an income. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


THE BIBLE HOUSE 


ASTOR PLACE 


Gentlemen: Please send me Without obligation on my part your booklet No. 62-J 
entitled “‘Bibles and Bonds,’ 


INGO? “cise nent Greet career et 


BB) aivie Geeieta te wie whe eek k's 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


